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man is hanged by dead-souled priests. He savagely par-
odied a Dr. Thornton's new version of the Lord's Prayer:

Our Father Augustus Caesar, who art in these thy Sub-
stantial Astronomical Telescopic Heavens, Holiness to Thy
Name or Title, & reverence to thy Shadow. . , . Give us
day by day our Heal Taxed Substantial Money bought
bread, deliver from the Holy Ghost whatever cannot oe
taxed. . .

He is against every conception of God as an omnipotent
person, as a body, as a Lord who sets in train any lord-
ship over man:

Thou art a Man, God is no more,
Thine own humanity learn to adore,

He believes that all restraint in obedience to a moral
code is against the spirit of life:

Abstinence sows sand all over
The ruddy limbs & flaming hair,
But Desire Gratified
Plants fruits & beauty there.

Blake is against all theological casuistry that excuses
pain and admits evil; against sanctimonious apologies
for injustice and the attempt to buy bliss in another
world with self-deprivation in this one. The altar is a
place on which the serpent has vomited out its poison;
the priest is a blind old man with shears in his hand, to
cut the fleece off human sheep. Sex is life, and no one
can be superior to it or honestly content with less than
true gratification:

What is it men in women do require?
The lineaments of Gratified Desire.
What is it women in men do require?
The lineaments of Gratified Desire*

Restraint, in fact, follows from the organized injustice
and domination in society;